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A study was conducted in Aurangabad and Jalna district of Marathwada
region of Maharashtra to know the level of entrepreneurial behaviour of
dairy farmers. A sample of 120 respondents was selected for present study.
The nine components of behaviour were undertaken to evaluate the status
of entrepreneurial behaviour such as, innovativeness, achievement
motivation, decision-making ability, risk-orientation, information-seeking
behaviour, Cosmo politeness, self-confidence, economic maotivation and
management orientation. The results revealed that majority of the
respondents possessed medium level (68.33%) followed by low (17.50%)
and high level (14.17%) of entrepreneurial behaviour.

Introduction

Entrepreneurship development in India has
enormous potential in terms of diversity of
rural occupations. Dairy farming is not an
indispensable component of agriculture, but
also the most suitable production system that
can be the act as tool for improving the socio-
economic status of the rural population. Thus,
entrepreneurial development is one of the
ways to make rural people more competent in
dairying as well as youth can be engaged in
the agriculture by generating employment.
Dynamic entrepreneurs are considered to be
the agent of change in a society.
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Entrepreneurs play a very important role in
generating new employment and setting up
new business. Therefore keeping in view the
importance of the entrepreneurship and
prospects in dairy sector in India, there is
needed to harness the potential of dairy
farmers. So that the, alternate strategy can be
suggested to concerned government and
department for providing information and
knowledge to the rural masses for enriching
the entrepreneurship development among
them.


http://dx.doi.org/10.20546/ijcmas.2016.501.011

Int.J.Curr.Microbiol. App.Sci (2017) 6(7): 97-101

Materials and Methods

The present study was conducted in the
Marathwada region of Maharashtra because
NABARD has implemented the Dairy
Entrepreneurship Development Scheme in the
various regions of Maharashtra especially in
the Marathwada and Vidarbha region since
2004. Out of eight district of Marathwada
region Aurangabad and Jalna district were
selected randomly, further two tahsil from
each selected districts and two villages from
each tahsil were selected randomly. From
each selected village, 15 dairy entrepreneurs
were selected randomly. Thus a total of 120
dairy entrepreneurs were covered under the
study.

The entrepreneurial behaviour
farmers was measured
dimensions namely, innovativeness,
achievement motivation, decision-making
ability, risk-orientation, information-seeking
behaviour, Cosmopoliteness, self-confidence,
economic motivation and management
orientation. The scale developed by
Chaudhari (2007) used to measure first seven
dimensions and Supe and Singh (1969) for
last two dimensions.

of dairy
in terms of nine

Results and Discussion

The most of the dairy farmers (68.33%) had
medium level, followed by low (17.50%) and
high level (14.17%) of entrepreneurial
behaviour. Similar finding were reported by
Chandramouli et al., (2007),
Subrahmanyeswari et al., (2007) and Ram et
al., (2014).

Components of entrepreneurial behaviour
of dairy farmers

Nine  components of  entrepreneurial
behaviour of the farmers were measured and
the result is presented in table 2 as fallows.
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Innovativeness

Majority of respondents had medium level
(75.83%), whereas (19.17 %) dairy farmers
belonged to low while remaining 5.00 per
cent dairy farmers belonged to high
innovativeness category. The results were in
line with Pal (2006). The possible reasons
might be due to middle level education, small
and marginal land holding and medium
information seeking behaviour of dairy
farmers.

Achievement motivation

It is apparent from table 2 that (70.00%) dairy
farmers had medium, whereas (15.83%) dairy
farmers belonged to low, followed by 14.17
per cent belonged to high achievement
motivation category. The findings were
similar to the results of Nagesha (2005).The
medium level of achievement motivation
among dairy farmers might be due to their
enthusiasm to become economically sound.

Decision-making ability

It represents from table 2 that (49.17%) dairy
farmers had medium, whereas (26.67%) had
lower followed by (24.16 %) dairy farmers
had high decision making ability.

This might be due to their middle followed by
higher level of education. Decision making
ability is based on the foresight and
confidence of an individual.

Risk-orientation

It is evident from table 2 that (44.17%) dairy
farmers were having medium, whereas (37.50
%) were having low followed by (18.33%)
dairy farmers were having high risk
orientation. It might be due to inability of
dairy farmers under small and marginal land
holding category to face risk, as they were not
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financially sound as compared to

economically sound dairy farmers.
Information-seeking behaviour
Nearly about half (49.17%) of dairy farmers

had medium; whereas (31.67%) had low
followed by 19.16 per cent dairy farmers with

Table.1 Distribution of respondents on the basis of their overall entrepreneurial behaviour

higher level of information seeking behavior.
The plausible reasons for majority of dairy
farmers under medium category of
information seeking behaviour might be due
to the fact that their middle level of education,
medium interest and low exposure of

improved dairy technologies.

(n=120)
Sl. no. | Category | Frequency | Percent
1 Low 21 17.50
2 Medium | 82 68.33
3 High 17 14.17

Table.2 Distribution of dairy farmers based on components of entrepreneurial

behaviour of dairy farmers

(n=120)

SI. No. | Variables Categories | Frequency | Percent
Low 23 19.17
1. Innovativeness Medium 91 75.83

High 6 5.00

Achievement LOW. 19 1583
2. Motivation M_edlum 84 70.00
High 17 14.17
. . Low 32 26.67
3. Rgfl'ﬁ;f” Making I"Gedium | 59 49.17
High 29 24.16
Low 45 37.50
4, Risk Orientation Medium 53 4417
High 22 18.33
Information LOW. 38 31.67
2 Seeking Behaviour Medium 59 49.17
High 23 19.16
Low 38 31.67
6. Cosmopoliteness Medium 53 44.17
High 29 24.16
Low 27 22.50
7. Self Confidence Medium 71 59.17
High 22 18.33
Economic Low' 26 21.67
8. Motivation Medium 39 32.50
High 55 45.83
Management Low_ 51 42.50
9. Orientation M_edlum 46 38.33
High 23 19.17
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Cosmo politeness

(44.17) per cent dairy farmers had a medium
level; whereas (31.67%) had low followed by
24.16 per cent dairy farmers had high level of
Cosmo politeness. As per the above results,
considerable percentage of dairy farmers had
medium Cosmo politeness. This might be due
to their low economic conditions, thereby less
active participation in extension activities like
field visits, cattle exhibitions, krishi mela and
also due to their less extension contact with
veterinary doctors, livestock inspectors and
dairy entrepreneurs.

Self-confidence

It is quite clear from table 2 that (59.17 %) of
dairy farmer had medium; whereas (22.50 %)
had low followed by (18.33%) dairy farmers
had high self-confidence. The dairy farmers
were not enough confident about their
abilities to improve their dairy enterprise and
were not so much success for running dairy
enterprise. This may be the reason of medium
self-confidence.

Economic motivation

Majority (45.83%) dairy farmers had high,
whereas (32.50 %) dairy farmers had
medium, followed by 21.67 per cent had low
economic motivation. The similar findings
were reported by, Khin Mar Oo (2005). The
reason for high economic motivation of dairy
farmers might be due to getting daily cash in
hands which raise the purchasing power of
dairy farmers from dairy enterprise. Dairy
farmers were highly motivated economically
in majority for their liveliness.

Management orientation
Less than half (45.50%) of dairy farmers had

low, whereas (38.33%) had medium followed
by 19.17 per cent dairy farmers had low
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management orientation. Similar results were
noted by Hanchial (1999). The probable
reason for low scientific orientation might be
due to their varied education levels, small &
marginal land holding and low income from
dairying.

This paper examined the underlying construct
“entrepreneurial behaviour” of dairy farmers
in Marathwada region of Maharashtra state.
The study has clearly shown that majority of
the farmers had a medium level of
entrepreneurial behaviour.

Nearly half of the respondents had medium
level of innovativeness and more than half of
the respondents had medium level of
achievement motivation, decision making
ability, risk orientation, information seeking
behaviour, self-confidence and Cosmo
politeness. In terms of management-
orientation, it was found to be low to medium
levels.

Finally, it can be concluded that, the dairy
farmers had high economic motivation to
adopt new agriculture cum dairy technologies
to increase their income and thereby
enhancing their standard of living. Therefore,
efforts should be made to increase the level of
entrepreneurial behaviour through
entrepreneurship awareness, intensive training
programmes, group discussions,
demonstrations, tours, field visits etc., for
socio economic upliftment of the dairy
farmers.
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